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§83(J (Am’d 1893, 1899, 1904). 

Applications of the last three sections. 

The last three sections apply to any examination of a person as 
a witness unless the provisions thereof are expressly waived upon the 
trial or examination disclose any information as to the mental or 
physical condition of a patient who is deceased, which he acquired in 
attending such patient professionally, except confidential communica¬ 
tions and such facts as would tend to disgrace the memory of the 
patient, when the provisions of section eight hundred and thirty-lour 
have been expressly waived on such trial or examination by the personal 
representatives of the deceased patient, or if the validity of the last 
will and testament, of such deceased patient is in question by the ex¬ 
ecutor or executors named in said will, or the surviving husband, widow 
or any heir-at-law or any of the next of kin, of such deceased, or any 
other party in interest. 

In an action for damages for a personal injury, the testimony of 
a physician or surgeon or a professional or registered nurse attached 
to any hospital, dispensary or other charitable institution, as to infor¬ 
mation which he acquired in attending a patient in a professional 
capacity, at such hospital dispensary, or other charitable institution 
shall be taken before a referee appointed by a judge of the court in 
which such action is pending; provided, however, that any judge of such 
court at any time in his discretion may, notwithstanding such deposi¬ 
tion, order that a subpeena issue for the attendance and examination 
of such physician or surgeon or professional or registered nurse, upon 
the trial of the action. In such case a copy of the order shall he served 
together with the subpoena. 

The waiver herein provided for must be made in open court, on 
the trial of the action, or proceeding, and a paper executed by a party 
prior to the trial, shall be insufficient as such a waiver. 

[This statute has been referred to in the Journal before, but has never 
been given in full.—Ed.] 


Dear Editor: In the Journal of this month, I notice a request 
for some history of the clinical thermometer and I am sending you a 
little ancient history I have on the subject. 

«The first use and the first accurate description come from 
Leurecheon, in 1624, but the real inventor of the instrument was 
Galileo between 1592 and 1597. This is proved, not from any state- 
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merits oi' the inventor, but from letters written to him and the proof 
is complete. This first thermometer consisted of a bulbed tube, inverted 
in colored water, in which the liquid rose and fell with temperature 
of the bulb. In 1632 Dean Key made a water thermometer, in which 
the expansion of the fluid replaced that of air, and not long after this 
Ferdinand II of Tuscany, by sealing the top of the tube, gave approx¬ 
imately the modern form to the instrument. 

In 1714 Fahrenheit constructed the first mercury thermometer, 
with a reliable scale. Keaumur was the first to use the melting point 
of ice for zero. The first to adopt o° and 100° for the two points was 
Celsius, which was finally changed to the centigrade scale. - ’ 

You may have much better historical facts sent you about this 
common little instrument, which we all use so much—but there may 
be something here to help. Emma ,T. Keating. R.N. 




WHO IK INTERESTED IN THIS INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OK 

TUBERCULOSIS? 

The Federal Government is interested. There are nine depart¬ 
ments in the United States Government, and seven of them will partici¬ 
pate in the Congress. 

The State Governments are interested. There are forty-six states, 
and every state has its own committee. Thirty-seven of these state 
committees are at work. In thirty of these states the governors have 
expressed their interest in the Congress, and many of them have given 
most explicit instructions asking all the municipalities and other local 
governments, and the voluntary agencies, to combine for the purpose of 
securing to the state the utmost possible benefit from this International 
Congress. How does your Governor stand on this matter? 

Foreign countries are interested. The following countries have 
been heard from and will be represented: Great Britain (including her 
more important provinces and colonies), France, Spain, Italy, Germany, 
Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Russia. 
Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, Greece, Argentine, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, Venezuela, Porto Rico, Cuba. 
Hawaii, Japan. 

Are you interested ? Do you want to see the preliminary announce¬ 
ment? Ask some member of your State Committee about it, or else 
write to the Secretary-General, 714 Colorado Building, Washington, 
District of Columbia. 



